Onatrio singer-songwriter Rory Taillon is touring his new record
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Gregg Allman & Friends

: audiences asamemberofthe :
: o Northern Pikes, but Bryan

Potvinshowsthatheisjust

o gettingbetterandbetterwith :

age. Whilehemaynotbethe
most prolificmusiciango-
ingtoday (Heartbledwhite

: ishissecondsoloreleaseinthe

: last14years), itis obviousheval-
: uesquality over quantity — and

: noone’scomplainingabout that!
. What quality thereistobefound
: onthisrecently-released album:
: Potvinleans onhis poprootsfor
: trackssuchas “Standing By You”
: and “Crazy,” whileshowcasinga
. marvellousdepthtohissongwrit- :
: ingon“Hide Away,” aswellasthe
: haunting“You Are Not Alone.”

¢ ~-KENKELLEY

° best Americanabands go-

ing. With their newest album
o Ineverliked the Keys: be-

Most Messed Up, they have
o little difficulty holdingonto

thisdesignation. They strike

: somewhat ofadefiant tone

: withtheexcellent album opener
: “Longer Than You’ve Been Alive,”
. asongthatservesasatestament
: totheupsanddowns ofthe music

: eredthroughthestorm. Theal-
: bumis catchy and speaks vol-

: umes. Thegroupdeliversarau-
: cousset ofsongsincluding “Give
It Time,” “Nashville” and “Inter-
: vention,” all of whichwillleave

: youwantingmore.
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0ld 97’shave beenone ofthe

: : Michael Jackson

! Heartbledwhite : Most Messed Up 1 All My Friends : Xscape

: (Independent) : (ATO/Universal Music Canada) : (Rounder Records/Universal) : (Epic)

: Heis perhapsbest knownto o Forthepast2lyears, the o Thappenedtolistentothe : Jacko’s estatereleases a

new Black Keys album just
beforethisalbumandon
reflection, Irealized why

causethey’re a poor, soul-
lessreflection ofthere-
althing. And what consti-

: tutesthereal thing? Iwould sug-
: gestthis phenomenal recording
. honouring Gregg Allman’s years
. ofbluessingingand shouting

. bizand that thisgrouphasweath- :
: minates in amagnificent version
: of “Whipping Post.” As for All-

: man’sfriends? Some ofthebest

: workinginmusictoday, including
. Derek Trucks, Susan Tedeschi,

: Keb’Mo’, Dr. John, Vince Gill, Er-
: icChurchand many others.

: -CHARLES MANDEL

that on this two-CD package cul-

O recorded songs for Xscape;
o most of which were songs

: and then pick the best, which

: clearly these are not. They’re

: notbad, but they’re not great.

: Jackson’s voice sounds raw on
. many of them and they don’t

: crackle with the funk-groove

: energy the singer was capable

. of onhis best works. Polished

: after the fact by anumber of

. top-notch producers, including
: Timbaland, Xscape is for hard-
: core Jackson fans.
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series of previously un-

that Jackson rejected dur-
ingoriginal recording ses-
sions. Apparently, the
singer would over-record

b '
_F‘E'N!.p;. a

It’s Not Black & White throughout New Brunswick this month.
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Rory Ta HO
0

illon might only he 25
years old. but

I
s old. but there Is an old
h?l?]k " roll soul lurking within

With his new record It's Not
Black & White, the 0shawa,
Ont.-based singer-songwriter
conveys anundeniahle sense
ofurgencytnrou?nms music.
Buthe alsowantstogivethelis-
tener pause for thought, as evi-
ng&:r%u by the title of his latest
Rory comes to New Brunswick
forthree shows, startingonMa
21at Sackville's Bridge Stree
Cafe(8Brid eSt.lnetoremtth
Moncton'sPlanb oungehmzs.
GeorgeSt.)onThursday, May 22,
and uesday,_Manﬂ. )

Rory spoke with Here Magazine
last week about where his love
of classic rock music comes

fromandhow people oftenjump
to conclusions without know-
ingthe fullstory.

Listening to the songs onIt’s Not
Black & White, you can hear a
definite influence of classic rock
running through your songs.
Where did your love of that
music come from?

My fatherisatotal classic rock nut.
Hewas always playing Jimi Hendrix
and Led Zeppelin when Iwas grow-
ingup.Iwasn’tinitiallyintoit when
I was younger. I sang in choirs and
listened to a lot of pop music. But
oncelgottohighschool,Istarted to
branch out and sing in rock bands.
I picked up a Jimi Hendrix record
and wasjust blown away by the pas-
sion that he brought to the music.
It seemed like a good fit for my own
music.

The title of your record seems
to speak volumes in terms of be-
ing a general commentary on
the way people think these days.
Too many people feel as though
there is no middle ground when
it comes to just about everything
and they see things, for lack of a

better term, in black and white.

Funny enough, I didn’t intention-
ally set out to accomplish that with
this record. The songs aren’t all
about the same thing or share sim-
ilar outcomes or anything like that.
With just about anything these
days, whether we are talking about
the environment or mental illness,
there is always what you see and
what you hear, but we often miss
whatisinbetween. Thingsdon’t af-
fect any two people the exact same
way.

This is going to be your third
tour of Atlantic Canada. What
keeps you coming back?

Ilove it there. It seems as though
peoplein Atlantic Canadajust seem
to like and appreciate music more
than other parts of the country.
People onthe East Coast seem to be
more willing to go see someone they
might not be familiar with than in
largercities. Plus, it isalwaysjust so
much fun. Why wouldn’t I want to
come back?

Ken Kelley is a Monc-
ton-based writer, music
fanatic and author of the enter-

tainment blog musicnerd.ca.
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